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Hands On! 7 Reasons to Visit a Children’s
Museum
Museums are awesome
places to visit in general,
but children’s museums
come with the added bo‐
nus of actually inviting chil‐
dren to touch and feel, in‐
teract and make noise as
they do. Children’s muse‐
ums are heaven to chil‐
dren, who are naturally
curious, learn by touching
and are excited about new
and interesting things.
Children’s museums invite
children to enter into crea‐
tive play—the work of
childhood. Kenneth Gins‐
burg wrote in Pediatrics,
the Journal of the American
Pediatrics Association,
“Play is so important to
child development that it
has been recognized as a
right of every child.” He
was referring to a decision
reached by the United
States Commission on Hu‐
man Rights. He goes on to
say, “Play allows children to
use their creativity while
developing their imagina‐

tion, dexterity and physical,
cognitive and emotional
strength.” And because we
live in the D.C. metro area, we
have several local options.
Here are seven reasons to
take the entire family to a
children’s museum:

 They welcome people of
all ages. Many have ex‐
hibits and spaces especial‐
ly for babies and toddlers.
They also plan experienc‐
es for older children and
the grown‐ups who ac‐
company them. No one
leaves without having fun.

 Children’s museums are
designed for all manner
of learning styles and en‐
courage the kinesthetic
learner who needs to
touch and feel. Visuals
abound providing infor‐
mation or directions for
trying a certain experi‐
ment. There are ample
opportunities to listen to
stories, poems or to
watch and listen to dra‐
matic presentations.

 Children’s museums are not
prone to rigid rules. Basic safe‐
ty guidelines are set in place
and then children are free to
“have a go.” Noise levels may
climb, but smiles and laughter
abound.

 The exhibits, experiments and
activities designed for chil‐
dren’s museums are reflective
of diverse cultures. You and
your children may engage in
authentic festivals from around
the world or create a piece of
folk art. Museums are places to
encounter things never before
seen or experienced.

 Open‐ended experiments allow
children to grasp basic princi‐
ples using unique interactive
methods. The hands‐on activi‐
ties prompt questions and an‐
swers leading to a free and nat‐
ural style of learning.

 Activities invite parents and
other adults to engage with
their children during the play‐
times. Adults are free to ask
leading questions that engage
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We would like to welcome the following:
Children
Praise Apene
Jahmari Blount
Kelani Brown
Kennedy Cheeks
Kennedy Hester
Malik Little
Nylah McNeil
Taelynn Smith

Staff
Kniyah Dorsey

Important Dates to Note: July & August
Please check the “CALENDAR TAB of the website to see any updates
or changes made to the Important Dates Section of this newsletter.
7/3
7/4

KAU I and II will close at 12:30 pm for the July 4th holiday
Independence Day – KAULC Closed

7/16

Pre-K Field Trip to Watkins Nature Park, Bring Bag Lunch (bus
departs at 9:00 am)
Field Trip to Movies, 10 am-1 pm, Bring Bag Lunch (bus departs at
9:00 am)

7/24

**************
8/9
8/16
8/19
823
8/26
8/26
9/2
9/3

Jumpstart Literacy Volunteers Pre-School & Pre-K Afternoon
Celebration
End of Summer Fun Day and Party
KAULC School Year 2019-20 Enrollment Forms Packets
Issued to All Families
KAU I & II Closed for Staff Professional Development
DC Public School Year 2019-20 Begins
School Year 2019-20 COMPLETED Enrollment Forms
Packets DUE TO OFFICE TODAY
KAU I & II Closed for the Labor Day Holiday
KAULC First Day of School
SUMMER SALSA



16 ounces of strawberries, diced



2 kiwi, peeled and diced



1/2 cup blueberries



1/2 cup raspberries



3 tablespoons sugar-free apricot preserves or jam

Mix all of the diced ingredients and the whole berries with the sugar-free jam. Chill. Serve the
salsa with whole grain cinnamon chips. To make cinnamon chips use whole grain tortillas. Spray
tortillas with cooking spray and cut with pizza cutter into triangle pieces. Sprinkle all the pieces
with a little sugar and cinnamon and bake at 350 for 8-10 minutes. Cool and dip into delicious
summer salsa!
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Happy Birthday!!!
Children
Kamille Cheeks, 7/8
Deja Abney, 7/20
Zion McDuffie, 7/26
Skylah Silver, 8/2
Allondo Sutton, Jr., 8/4
Jaceon Hawkins, 8/13
Zyon Crumblin, 8/15
Ayden Williams, 8/20

Staff
Anita Young, 7/7
Antoinette Robinson, 7/20
Lynita Law-Reid, 7/31

We Are Learning From the World Around Us...
July-August
Your child will be introduced to some or all of the following topics
through a variety of formats, including: discussions, individual/group
activities and projects, songs, story books, fingerplays, pictures,
field trips, special guests, technology, and outdoor experiences
based on his/her development and interests. We encourage families
to see the teacher’s lesson plans posted in each classroom for more
details.
JULY
The Magic of Music & Movement
Weird Science Experiments
Exploring Nature
Cookarama
AUGUST
Dinosaur Discovery
Computer Fun
Around the World
Out of This World
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Hands On! (contd.)
children in learning in many areas of
study—match, science, art, literature and
more.

 The interactive style of a hands‐on muse‐
um encourages creative play. Whether the
child is pretend shopping in a grocery store,
visiting a play dentist’s office or building a
tower with blocks, he is imagining as he
goes and she is acting out a storyline. This
dramatic play is essential to social, emo‐
tional and cognitive growth and can be lack‐
ing today in our increasingly technological
world.
Just as your children never tire of playing out‐
doors, they won’t be satisfied with just one trip
to the magic that is the children’s museum.
Why not plan a visit soon?
When You Plan a Trip to a Children’s
Museum:
Do your research. Hop onto the website for
your local children’s museum. Check out the
exhibits that are permanent, those that change
from time to time and what the upcoming high‐
lights might be. Note the times for presenta‐
tions such as story times, ‐dramatic presenta‐
tions, art projects, music‐making experiences
and the like.
It’s child directed. In general, allow your chil‐
dren to play where they’re having a great time.
Take them to the story hour, but allow free‐
range play in the other exhibits. They may
choose quality over quantity. It’s not about
seeing everything.
It’s open‐ended. Remember that play in a chil‐
dren’s museum is open‐ended. You might ask

questions as your child plays, such as “What
do you expect to see when…?” or “Why do
you think…?”
After the visit. Take time for reflection on
your experiences after visiting the museum.
“What was your favorite exhibit?” or “I won‐
der if we could do that marble experiment
at home?” Extend the learning where possi‐
ble.
Extensions. Take their cues for future play
experiences and even the gifts you might
purchase for your child based on their favor‐
ite experiences at the museum. What cap‐
tured their imagination and how could you
encourage further learning in that area?
Did they love the interactive rhythm instru‐
ments? Why not purchase a set, or work as
a family to make some rhythm instruments
for use at home?
Children’s Museums in the DMV
Explore! Children’s Museum of Washington,
DC
KID Museum, Bethesda, MD
Port Discovery Children’s Museum,
Baltimore, MD
Children’s Science Center Lab, Fairfax, VA
Chesapeake Children’s Museum,
Annapolis, MD
Discovery Junction Children’s Museum,
Bristow, VA
Info provided by Jan Pierce, M.ED., a retired
teacher and author.

